UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
DISTRICT OF DELAWARE

CHAMBERS OF LOCKBOX 31
SUE L. ROBINSON 844 KING STREET
CHIEF JUDGE U.S.COURTHOUSE

WILMINGTON, DELAWARE 19801

GUI DELI NES FOR TRI AL BY JURY BEFORE JUDGE ROBI NSON

Jury Selection. Juries are selected by the struck juror nethod,
a description of which is attached.

Trial days. Trial days generally run from9:30 a.m to 4:30
p.m, wth two 15-m nutes breaks (nmorning and afternoon) and a
one-hal f hour |unch break.

Timed proceedings. Civil trials are timed. Counsel nust
conplete their case, fromopening statenents to exam nation of
W tnesses to closing argunent to evidentiary disputes in the
allotted time. Generally, the party losing an evidentiary

di spute shall be charged the trial tinme used to resolve such

Wtnesses. Individuals may be called as trial witnesses if their
nanmes are disclosed by any party during discovery, even if they
are not deposed during discovery.

Docunents. Docunents may be used at trial if they are 1)

di scl osed during discovery or 2) not requested during discovery.
Docunents which are not in the possession or control of any of
the parties may be used at trial if the nonparty custodian is

di scl osed during discovery and the docunents are either disclosed
or never requested.

Opening statenent. This is an opportunity to address the jury
for the purpose of outlining the proposed evidence consi stent
wth a party's contentions. This is not an opportunity for

ar gunent .

Exchange of witness and exhibit information. A list of the
W tnesses to be called and exhibits to be offered shall be given
t o opposi ng counsel at |east 24 hours before their proffer.
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GUI DELI NES FOR TRI AL BY JURY BEFORE JUDGE ROBI NSON (cont.)

Deposition excerpts. Deposition designations shall be provided
t o opposi ng counsel at |east 72 hours before their proffer.
Count er -desi gnati ons shall be provided within 24 hours. Al

di sputes shall be brought to the court's attention 24 hours
before the deposition is to be offered.

Evidentiary disputes generally. |If evidentiary disputes are not
resol ved through notions in limne or at the pretrial conference,
counsel nust confer and bring such disputes to the court's
attention for resolution before or after the trial day, so as not
to waste the jury's tinme. Objections not tinely brought to the
court's attention shall be deened waived. OQherw se, a party who
fails to abide by the court's guidelines and rulings or who
insists on rearguing the court's rulings shall be sanctioned by

| osing assigned trial tine.

Adm ssion of docunents. Each party is responsible for giving the
clerk an exhibit list. |In the absence of agreenent anong the
parties as to the admssibility of docunents, the party offering
a documnent into evidence nust provide copies to opposing counsel
and the wi tness and nust go through the authentication process.
No docunment nay be shown to the jury or read to the jury unless
it has been admtted, by agreenment or formally. No docunent

shall be admtted, even by agreenent, w thout sone testinonial
expl anation. The original exhibit nust be given to the clerk
upon adm ssion. The court only needs copies of those exhibits to
whi ch obj ecti ons have been | odged.

Deneanor of counsel. Counsel may not approach opposing counsel's
table or the witness stand w thout court perm ssion. bjections
to evidence shall be |limted to a short statenent, e.g.,

"bj ection, hearsay." Sidebars are kept to a mninmum Common
courtesies shall be extended by and between counsel.

Transition statenments. Counsel are encouraged to nmake transition
statenments, to introduce witnesses and their role in the
[itigation.
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Wt ness deneanor. Wtnesses on cross-exam nation are expected to
give "Yes" or "No" answers first, then give a further

expl anation. Wtnesses who abuse their opportunity to give

expl anations by giving long, irrelevant answers will have their
time charged to the party offering themas w t nesses.

Mbde and Order of Presentation. Exam nati on of w tnesses shal
be limted to direct, cross, and redirect exam nati ons.

Cl osing Argunent. Regardless of the tinme allocated, any party's
cl osing argunents may not exceed two (2) hours in total (i.e.,
for both opening and rebuttal argunents).

Jury Instructions. A joint set of instructions nust be
submtted. All proposed instructions nust be acconpanied by a
disk. (W are presently using WrdPerfect 9.0 fornat.)

Jury Deliberation. During jury deliberation, each party is

responsi bl e for providing Chanbers with a tel ephone nunber by
whi ch counsel can be accessed qui ckly.

At t achment
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1. After the judge has read a summary of the case and the oath
has been adm nistered to the venire panel, the judge will pose
t he questions agreed upon by counsel.

2. Those panel nenbers who respond affirmatively to any question
are identified by their juror nunbers and, upon the concl usion of
the voir dire, are called (one by one) to a sidebar conference
with the judge and counsel. Counsel are given the opportunity at
this time to ask further questions of the respondi ng panel
menbers.

3. After all the respondi ng panel nenbers have been questi oned,
t hose panel nmenbers who are excused for cause will have their
juror nunbers renoved fromthe pool

4. The juror nunbers of the remaining panel nmenbers will be

pl aced into a container. For a typical civil case (one with two
parties and scheduled to |l ast two weeks or less), 14 juror
nunbers (representing 14 of the remaining panel menbers) wll be
drawn randomy fromthe container and listed in the order drawn.
Cases wth nore than two parties (i.e., nore than six perenptory
chal | enges) or which require nore jurors because of trial |ength
or conplexity will require a | arger pool than 14.

5. The sel ected panel nenbers are seated in the jury box in the
order drawn. Counsel are then given the opportunity to exercise
their perenptory challenges (typically three per party). The
process begins with the clerk presenting to plaintiff's counsel
the list. Plaintiff's counsel may strike (by drawing a |ine

t hrough the name of) any one of the potential jurors. The clerk
next presents the list to defendant's counsel, and the process
continues until each party has either exhausted or waived their
chal l enges. Note: Once a party has indicated satisfaction with
t he panel by not using a challenge, it has waived its opportunity
to further chall enge the nmenbership.

6. The first eight panel nenbers who have not had their names
struck shall constitute the petit jury, with all jurors
del i berati ng.
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7. The panel nenbers who are not selected are excused. The
panel nenbers selected are adm ni stered their oath.

8. The judge will read prelimnary jury instructions. After a
short break to allow the jurors to call famly nmenbers and

enpl oyers, opening statenents will proceed.

9. This process typically takes no nore than 60 m nutes.



